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to benefit from this tax cut, and one of
the prime beneficiaries is going to be
the President of the United States and
his family members, one of the prime
beneficiaries.

One of the provisions is to get rid of
the alternative minimum tax, which
means that, if you have got enough
lawyers and you have got enough ac-
countants and you can find every loop-
hole, at the very least, you’ll pay the
alternative minimum tax. And if the
bill were passed—we are talking about
passing here—passes and was applied to
the only tax returns we have for the
President, he would save $30 million
just on the alternative minimum tax
repeal.

The Donald Trumps of the world are
going to get a huge tax break, and
wages are stagnant for middle class
families. And if you talk about the
Donald Trumps of the world passing on
their wealth, his family will save $1 bil-
lion—$1 billion under this provision
will benefit the Trumps.

Now, look, I am not mad at anybody
for being rich. I don’t care. I am happy
for you. God bless. But my goodness
gracious, in a time of such great in-
come inequality, at a time of stagnant
wages for 30 years, and 60 percent of
families in the United States can’t af-
ford a $500 emergency, can’t blow a
couple of tires on your car or have your
car break down, and your world
unravels. Somebody gets sick, your
world unravels, and we are going to
give the Donald Trump family a $1 bil-
lion tax cut?

We have communities that are dying
from the inside. There are dilapidated
homes all over communities that need
to come down, no broadband, no nice
roads, no nice schools, no new schools,
teachers who haven’t seen a pay raise
for 10 years, erosion of the tax base. We
need investment, public investment, to
stimulate private investment into
these communities.

And we are going to borrow money
from China not to rebuild our own
country, not to say: We are going to
borrow $2.3 billion from China; we are
going to do roads, bridges, airports; put
everybody back to work; drive up
wages; broadband in every community;
new energy grid; jobs that are in the
ground that can’t be outsourced to
China. That is not what we are bor-
rowing money for. We are going to bor-
row the money, and we are going to
give it to families like this.

I just don’t think this is the direc-
tion we need to be going in. The bene-
fits for the middle class sunset and the
benefits for the major corporations are
made permanent. There is even a provi-
sion, in the House bill for sure, that al-
lows companies to write off an expense
shipping their jobs overseas.

Now, can you imagine? Who is writ-
ing this stuff to where we are going to
give the company and a big corporation
the ability to expense moving equip-
ment and people and all kinds of other
things from the TUnited States to
China, to Vietnam, to Mexico, to some-
where else?
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This is some dark stuff what is hap-
pening here. I will tell you that if
somebody could prove to me that bor-
rowing $2.3 trillion from China was
going to create jobs in Youngstown; in
AKkron, Ohio; Warren, Ohio; Niles, Ohio;
Gary, Indiana; Buffalo, I would be the
first one to say: We have got to do
something. We have got to do some-
thing. Let’s talk about that.

Maybe it is worth it for us to borrow
that money and make an investment
like you would borrow for your Kkid’s
education or you would borrow for
your house or you would borrow for
your business to reinvest, maybe it
would make some sense for us to do
that, but there is no evidence that that
is the case.

So I say, let’s start over. Come talk
to the Democrats. There is no reason
why this has to be done by the end of
the year. What is the rush? What is the
hurry? We haven’t done this in 31
yvears. Let’s do it right. Congressman
RO KHANNA and I and several others
have offered a trillion-dollar tax cut
for working class families. People who
make $75,000, $80,000 a year and have
two or three kids would get thousands
of dollars back. Let’s approach that.

How do we expand the affordable
housing credits? How do we expand the
wind credits for the renewable industry
and wind and solar industries that are
growing at 20 or 25 percent a year and
then target those investments to dis-
tressed areas? Let’s sit down and talk
about that.

Let’s sit down and talk about how we
can get all these government jobs out
of Washington, D.C., and spread them
around the country. There is 300,000
here. Let’s get a good chunk of them
and move them out. Everyone doesn’t
need to be in Washington, D.C. These
jobs could be done: 1,000 jobs in
Youngstown, 1,000 in Akron, 1,000 in Bi-
loxi, and 1,000 in Tallahassee. Stabilize
these communities and then rebuild.
Let’s sit down. There is a way out if we
come together.

This is going to get rammed through.
No Democrats are even at the table.
President Trump said he invited our
leadership over, come down to talk.
And he tweeted before that: I am not
going to accept any of the Democratic
provisions, but come on over. I am
happy to talk.

I don’t think the coffee is that good
at the White House if we are not going
to have a serious conversation. This is
a wrong move for our country. You
know, you start to think—mnot to be
doom and gloom, but we are already
trillions of dollars in debt. We already
have the highest level of income in-
equality we have had since the Great
Depression.

We have Republican control of the
House and Senate and the White House,
and they are going to pass a tax bill
that borrows another $2.3 trillion from
China, feeds that beast, feeds the Chi-
nese beast all over the world in Africa,
in the South China Sea, while here in
the United States we have commu-
nities that are collapsing.
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How much longer can we go? Because
I know in communities like mine, we
have been dealing with this for 40
years, and it is time both parties step
up with a grand solution or series of
strategies to fix it. And I will tell you
one of those strategies is not to give a
huge tax cut to Donald Trump and his
family, to the wealthiest corporations
who have the highest corporate profits
in the history of our country. That is
not the solution.

We need to come together, sit down,
make this right, start over. Both par-
ties need to be a part of this grand so-
lution, this grand strategy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GALLAGHER) at 5 o’clock
and 14 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4182, ENSURING A QUALI-
FIED CIVIL SERVICE ACT OF 2017,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 1699, PRESERVING
ACCESS TO MANUFACTURED
HOUSING ACT OF 2017

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-430) on the resolution (H.
Res. 635) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 4182) to amend title 5,
United States Code, to modify proba-
tionary periods with respect to posi-
tions within the competitive service
and the Senior Executive Service, and
for other purposes, and providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1699) to
amend the Truth in Lending Act to
modify the definitions of a mortgage
originator and a high-cost mortgage, to
amend the Secure and Fair Enforce-
ment for Mortgage Licensing Act of
2008 to modify the definition of a loan
originator, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

—————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 15 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned wuntil tomorrow,
Thursday, November 30, 2017, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3221. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Softwood Lumber Research, Pro-
motion, Consumer Education and Industry
Information Order; De Minimis Quantity Ex-
emption Threshold [Document Number:
AMS-SC-16-0066] received November 27, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3222. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Services,
Specialty Crops Program, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim rule — Oranges, Grapefruit, Tan-
gerines, and Pummelos Grown in Florida;
Change in Size Requirements for Oranges
[Doc. No.: AMS-SC-17-0064; SC17-905-2 IR] re-
ceived November 27, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

3223. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Services,
Specialty Crops Program, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Minimum Quality and Handling
Standards for Domestic and Imported Pea-
nuts Marketed in the United States; Change
to the Quality and Handling Requirements
[Doc. No.: AMS-SC-16-0102; SC16-996-3 FR] re-
ceived November 27, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

3224. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim rule — Pistachios Grown in California,
Arizona, and New Mexico; Decreased Assess-
ment Rate [Docket No.: AMS-SC-17-0048;
SC17-983-2 IR] received November 27, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3225. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Thomas S. Vandal, United States Army, and
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant
general on the retired list, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112
(as amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec.
502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

3226. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
final rule — Truth in Lending (Regulation Z)
Annual Threshold Adjustments (Credit
Cards, HOEPA, and ATR/QM) received No-
vember 22, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3227. A letter from the Honors Attorney,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s

final rules — Appraisals for Higher-Priced
Mortgage Loans Exemption Threshold
[Docket No.: CEFPB-2017-0029] received No-

vember 22, 2017, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3228. A letter from the Honors Attorney,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
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final rules — Consumer Leasing (Regulation
M) [Docket No.: CFPB-2017-0026] received No-
vember 22, 2017, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3229. A letter from the Acting Deputy
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Wireless Emergency Alerts [PS Dock-
et No.: 15-91]; Amendments to Part 11 of the
Commission’s Rules Regarding the Emer-
gency Alert System [PS Docket No.: 15-94]
received November 20, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

3230. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting reports concerning
international agreements other than treaties
entered into by the United States to be
transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(a); Pub-
lic Law 92-403, Sec. 1(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 108-458, Sec. 7121(b)); (118 Stat. 3807);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

3231. A letter from the Acting Director,
U.S. Trade and Development Agency, trans-
mitting the Agency’s Performance and Ac-
countability Report, Fiscal Year 2017, pursu-
ant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576,
Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-
289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

3232. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Office of Inspector General Semi-
annual Report to Congress for the period
ending September 30, 2017, pursuant to Sec. 5
of the Inspector General Act; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

3233. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Fiscal Year 2017 Agency Financial
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

3234. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the Of-
fice’s Semiannual Report of the Inspector
General for the Period ending September 30,
2017, pursuant to the Inspector General Act
of 1978, as amended, Public Law 95-452; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

3235. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s Semiannual Report to
Congress prepared by the Office of Inspector
General, for the 6-month period ending Sep-
tember 30, 2017, pursuant to the Inspector
General Act of 1978, Public Law 95-452; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

3236. A letter from the Director, Congres-
sional Affairs, Federal Election Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s Agency Fi-
nancial Report of FY 2017, pursuant to 31
U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec.
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289,
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

3237. A letter from the Chairman, National
Endowment for the Arts, transmitting the
Endowment’s Fiscal Year 2017 Agency Finan-
cial Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1);
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended
by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat.
2049); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

H9515

3238. A letter from the Treasurer, National
Gallery of Art, transmitting the Gallery’s
Annual Performance and Accountability Re-
port for FY 2017, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1)
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a));
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

3239. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s Agency Financial Report
of FY 2017, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1);
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended
by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat.
2049); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

3240. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Sustainable Fisheries — Pacific Is-
lands Region, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final specifications — Pacific
Island Fisheries; 2017-18 Annual Catch Limit
and Accountability Measures; Main Hawai-
ian Islands Deep 7 Bottomfish [Docket No.:
170330338-7585-02] (RIN: 0648-XF335) received
November 27, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

3241. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies Program 12th Report to Congress, pursu-
ant to 42 U.S.C. 611(b); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531,
title IV, Sec. 411 (as added by Public Law 104-
193, Sec. 103 (a)(1)); (110 Stat. 2148); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. WOODALL: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 635. A resolution providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4182) to
amend title 5, United States Code, to modify
probationary periods with respect to posi-
tions within the competitive service and the
Senior Executive Service, and for other pur-
poses, and providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 1699) to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to modify the definitions of a mort-
gage originator and a high-cost mortgage, to
amend the Secure and Fair Enforcement for
Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008 to modify the
definition of a loan originator, and for other

purposes (Rept. 115-430). Referred to the
House Calendar.
————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. WALBERG (for himself and Mr.
BLUM):

H.R. 4476. A bill to modernize the Public
Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. CULBERSON (for himself, Mr.
CUELLAR, Ms. EsTY of Connecticut,
Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. RICHMOND,
Mr. McCAUL, Mrs. COMSTOCK, and Ms.
TITUS):

H.R. 4477. A Dbill to enforce current law re-
garding the National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.
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